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WOW, another year has come and 

gone, as I write this, January is half 

over and so many changes have al-

ready begun to take shape.  Our Be-

loved OCHOG Chapter has passed the 

torch of leadership, As Craig takes the 

helm and many new members step 

forward to assist in the leadership of 

our group, I am reflective on the sacri-

fice made not only by our group, but 

the many who willingly donate their 

time, money and other resources and 

reach out to our community, veterans, 

and other worthy causes.  I recently 

read an article in a major news publica-

tion where it was stated that “Bikers” 

in general contribute more time, mon-

ey and those before mentioned re-

sources to charitable causes,  than any 

other organized recreational group. 

Now that is something to consider 

when some still see a large group of 

bikes rolling down the road as a threat, 

or nuisance. 

 

This past year in addition to our many 

day trips and overnight rides, we en-

joyed the company of our members at 

the Annual Christmas Party, where our 

gracious hosts the Schley's opened 

their home once again and allowed us 

to enjoy each other in a wonderful and 

festive atmosphere. 

We continued to support Children’s 
Hospital of Orange County with our toy 
pick-up and delivery to the many chil-
dren who struggle with staying alive 
every day a small bit of joy in the form 
of a simple toy. 

Various members attended Poker Runs, 
veterans support rides, and events too 
numerous to list here in support of 
charities and events near to their 
hearts, either because of personal ex-
perience, or collectively as a group be-
cause it was the right thing to do. I am 
proud to be a part of such a generous 
and caring group of people, and en-
courage everyone to continue this 
effort in this coming year. 

Change is hard for some people, myself 
included, but as we venture into this 
new year, it is my hope you will fill your 
mind with optimism, embrace the 
changes that are coming both within 
the group and externally. Support the 
decisions made by our leaders, and of 
course join in the discussion, be a part 
of the solution, and enjoy the many 
blessings we all have as Americans.  

I look forward to riding with all of you, 
sharing in the good and bad times. 
Please join me in supporting Craig, and 
the other new Officers, as we work 
hard to continue our effort of being the 
best Harley Owners Group Chapter in 
the world. 
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Editor’s Note 

Bill Thompson 

Please don’t forget to renew your 
OCHOG annual membership 

Chapter Membership Enrollment 
Form and Release can be found 

at: ochog.org 
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Rainbow Oaks Brunch Ride 
By: Frank Roberts 

After everyone fueled up, we con-
tinued on our way down old 395 to 
our destination, Rainbow Oaks Res-
taurant.  Inside the restaurant are 
framed HOG chapter patches from 
all over.  Also, several photos of 
celebrities adorn the walls to the 
restroom.  My favorite piece is a 
cross on a plaque made of iron 
from the Twin Towers.  Names of 
the 343 firefighters lost in the 
attack are on the plaque.  Next 
time you are there, it is on the wall 
to the right of the bar.   It is a so-
bering reminder of that day. 
 
After a huge plate of chicken fried 
steak, eggs, hash browns and toast, 
we saddled up and continued on 
our ride.  I was not aware Hwy 395 
wound more and more inland.  395 
is a great highway that stretches 
the entire length of California.   
 
We departed the highway in 
Fallbrook and started up a road to-
wards De Luz that I had never trav-
elled.  Daily Road winds up into De 
Luz and is absolutely beautiful.  
Ranch houses on both sides, a 
creek and even a lake.  The sign at 
the lake pronounced it Ross Lake 
built by Mr. Ross in 1961.   

 
 

I imagined old Mr. Ross the can-
yon dweller firing up his John 
Deere tractor to dig a hole so 
the creek would fill up his lake.   
 
After winding through De Luz, 
we came to a great road up and 
out called Los Gatos Road.  This 
little road goes straight up the 
northern end of the canyon.   
 
It is so neat feeling the power 
and torque of our Harley V-Twin 
engines as they pull the grade.  
At times I felt if I let go of the 
grips I would fall off the bike 
backwards. 
 
Topping off at the Santa Rosa 
Plateau brings beautiful vistas 
and more two lane fun.  I no-
ticed as we passed by Lake Elsi-
nore that it was like a giant mir-
ror reflecting the mountains in 
the background.  Our trip ended 
with a traverse over the moun-
tains on Ortega Highway.  There 
were quick waves goodbye as 
riders peeled off in different di-
rections.  They will be replaced 
by waves hello when we meet 
up for our next ride. 
 
Thanks to our Road Captains for 
their support and good luck to 
Director Craig.  I think you start-
ed off your tenure with a great 
ride. 

Miss the first ride of the new year 
with our new Director, Craig Shel-
by?  Not a chance.   Miss out on the 
biggest chicken fried steak break-
fast in So Cal?  Even more of not a 
chance. 

After our group meeting, the ride 
started smoothly under cloudy 
skies with a few drops of rain falling 
down.  A quick blast down the 5 
freeway and a nice sweeping exit 
on to Hwy 76 had us riding into my 
favorite part of So Cal.  The hinter-
lands of inland San Diego county 
have some of the best riding roads 
anywhere.   
 
Our left turn at Pala Casino started 
us on a nice two lane ride up the 
hill to Temecula.  By now the skies 
had cleared and no rain was falling.  
The weather cooled down a bit so 
some of us were happy to pull into 
the gas station at Pechanga. I wan-
dered inside to see if it had any slot 
machines.  Nope, none inside.  So, 
back outside for some hot coffee 
out of my Thermos while talking 
motorcycles with some of the gang.   Rainbow Oaks 2017 
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Director’s Message 

Craig Shelby 

As we turn the page to 2017, I look 

forward to another great year of 

rides and events. Before continuing, I 

must take a moment to recognize 

Steve Burke for the tremendous job 

he did as Director over the past three 

years.  Steve continued on with the 

tradition of his predecessors with 

great dedication to the Chapter, 

working with our sponsoring dealer-

ship, and providing guidance to the 

officers who served under him.  His 

leadership enhanced the awareness 

of, and cemented our belief, that 

OCHOG is “The Best” H.O.G. chapter.  

Steve led by example, and I hope that 

I can continue to provide leadership 

at such a high level as I oversee chap-

ter activities, guide its officers, and 

ensure our participation and success 

in the many events our chapter en-

gages in and leads, including the 

CHOC Toy runs and IWAR. 

FABULOUS JOB and WELL DONE    

STEVE! 

The 2017 over-night ride calendar 

was announced at the November 

chapter meeting by Rob Vandal.  

These will be great rides to many of 

our favorite spots including Palm 

Springs, Death Valley, Lake Tahoe, Big 

Bear, Napa Valley and Laughlin 

(albeit not to participate in the 

Laughlin River Run).   

The over-night calendar is posted on 

the website so please check-out the 

dates and plan your vacation time 

accordingly.  These rides, (and the 

after-riding socializing at the pool and 

dinner), are great opportunities to 

share your riding experiences & sto-

ries with others, and most important-

ly with our newest members, who 

likely may be on their first over-night 

ride.  Let’s make sure that those on 

their first over-night trip have a great 

time. 

The chapter holiday party was once 

again a huge success and I believe 

enjoyed by the 160+ who attended.  

The success is in large part to the gen-

erosity of Carolynne and Paul Schley.  

Without their gracious hospitality 

such a party would not be feasible.  

Additionally, I say Thank You to all the 

volunteers who contributed to the set

-up, decorating, and clean-up.  

Friday, December 09, was our annual 

Toy Pick-Up ride to the Fairmont 

Schools.  Once again the students 

came through with a lot of toys for 

CHOC.  At each stop, the kids gave 

Santa and elves (all of us) a warm sea-

son’s greeting, and sang Christmas 

songs. Aren’t the youngest of them 

just the best?!  On Sunday, December 

18, the toys were delivered to CHOC 

(the 22nd year).  It is my understand-

ing that we are one of the largest, if 

not the largest, donator of toys to 

CHOC.  The toys are given to hospital-

ized children following treatment, 

throughout the year, especially at 

Christmas time when those toys 

mean so much.  The large turn-out at  

 

both rides is a true indication of the 

willingness of the members of OCH-

OG to make a contribution to those 

that are less fortunate.  Again, thank 

you for participating.   The staff at 

CHOC, OC County Supervisor, Todd 

Spitzer, and City of Orange Mayor pro 

tem, Mark Murphy, continued their 

appreciation of our riders for sup-

porting such a great event.  A few of 

the kids were able to come down 

from their rooms to mingle with the 

riders, have a photo with Santa, and 

sit on a big Harley! What a great day! 

I remember when I was introduced as 

a new member at the September 

2004 chapter meeting and was asked 

those new member questions, “What 

type of bike did you previously ride?”  

I said “a Schwinn”.  Even with such an 

answer my membership was not 

withdrawn.  And now some 12-years 

later and nearly 125k miles behind 

me, riding that “half-ass” softail 

chopper (all without a windscreen, a 

fairing or saddlebags and until re-

cently without rain-gear  -  not yet 

worn by the way) it is a privilege, and 

I am honored to become Director of 

your chapter.  It is my sincere hope 

that my contributions, and service, 

will benefit the membership, the 

road captains and officers of OCHOG   

-   “The Best” H.O.G. Chapter.  

Craig 
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Assistant Director’s 

Message 

Mel Fonseca 

Riding safely and comfortably     
during the Winter Months. 

 

Welcome to 2017! We look forward to 
another year filled with memorable day 
and overnight rides with the best H.O.G. 
chapter members world-wide. 

 

The arrival of cold, wet weather does 
not mean we have to abandon our 
chapter slogan “ride, eat and have fun. 
In many other parts of the country mo-
torcyclists in much cooler climates are 
forced to drain their motorcycles of 
their fluids, cover and retire their favor-
ite motorcycle to the storage shed. We, 
on the other hand, can enjoy 365 days 
of riding thanks to our milder winters 
and today’s broad range of gear choices 
making it possible to enjoy two wheels 
right through the winter months. Here 
are a few basic tips from the ex-
perts you should know when you – and 
your bike – are on the road when tem-
peratures dip and road conditions 
change. 

 

Get Layered. Layering will keep you in-
sulated and warm. Start with a light 
base layer that’s breathable – microfi-
ber is a good choice. Your base layer 
should trap warm air next to your skin 
and wick away sweat. Make sure your 
top layer is made of tough, windproof 
material, such as leather or nylon. Be 
sure layering clothing hasn’t restricted 
the movement you need to ride safely. 

Trap Body Heat. Keeping your hands 
and head warm is crucial – most body 
heat escapes there. To seal the gap be-
tween jacket and gloves, gauntlet-style 
gloves will do the trick. Consider wear-
ing a silk or microfiber layer under your 
gloves as well. In addition, use a neck 
warmer or balaclava to prevent cold air 
from entering your helmet. 

 

Don’t Get Foggy. Visor fogging can 
cause hazardous visibility problems dur-
ing cold weather. Wear a half-mask in-
side your helmet over a wind-proof bal-
aclava. This combo allows your breath 
to escape without causing condensation 
inside the visor. 

 

Ride on Down Electric Avenue. Longer 
trips often require additional protec-
tion, such as electric vests and gloves. 
These accessories use your bike’s elec-
trical system to provide heat. A vest, 
electric or regular, is essential to keep-
ing the torso warm. A warm torso pre-
vents frostbite by allowing the heart to 
focus on pumping blood to the hands 
and feet. Or, spring for the heated grip 
option available on many touring bikes. 

 

Watch the Voltage. Be sure your alter-
nator can handle the addition of electric 
accessories, such as heated vests and 
gloves. Check your owner’s manual to 
find out how much wattage your alter-
nator generates and how much of that 
wattage is used to run lights and other 
electrical components. Then, subtract 
the wattage the electric gear needs to 
be sure you have the power necessary, 
and some to spare, when running the 
accessories. 

 

Get Streamlined. Direct chilly air away 
from your body by adding a functional, 
not just cosmetic, fairing. Your height 
and torso length will dictate the proper 
height of the fairing. 

Don’t Get Fooled. Hypothermia is in-
sidious. If you ignore early symptoms, 
like uncontrolled shivering and numb 
fingers or toes, slow reaction times or 
fuzzy thinking, you could get into trou-
ble, fast. Wind chill adds to the danger, 
so make sure you stop frequently, en-
joy a hot beverage and allow your body 
to warm up. 

 

Practice Tire Smarts. If you fit sticky 
race-type tires in the summer, be sure 
to switch back to ordinary street tires 
during colder months. They develop 
grip at lower temperatures and reach 
effective operating temperatures much 
more quickly. 

 

Put Your Oil on a Diet. Using thinner 
oil during the cold months will improve 
your bike’s performance, especially 
during start-up, but check your owner’s 
manual for recommendations. Some 
manufacturers recommend only one 
weight of oil, no matter what the tem-
perature. 

 

Although these tips are basic infor-
mation, it is good to be reminded of 
some of the simpler things we may 
overlook. Your best resource for infor-
mation is your fellow OCHOG chapter 
members, if you see someone with a 
great set-up on their motorcycle ask 
them about – I do not know any one of 
us, who does not like to talk about 
their bike, and what they have done to 
make it better for themselves. 

 

See you on the road. 
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Secretary’s Report 

June Russell 

 November 2016 OCHOG Meeting 

Minutes  

Welcome  

Director Steve Burke called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Jean 
Pence led the chapter in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  

Introduce Current Officers – Steve 

Burke 

Steve introduced the chapter’s officers 
and chapter manager.  

 

New Members Introductions — Mark 

Morales  

Mark announced the current active 
member count at 369; 2 of which are 
new members this month, 2 new 
members present at the meeting  

 

Announcements, Reminders, Updates 

– Steve Burke 

Steve thanked those who purchased 
dinner helping the chapter reach our 
needed 50 dinners to help cover the 
venue cost, and thanked those who 
purchased raffle tickets.  And thanks 
to Paula W. and Kristen for selling the 
tickets.  Ron has shirt order and name 
tags to be picked up.  Elizabeth is here 
sewing patches. The OCHOG holiday 
party will be on Saturday, December 
3rd at the Schley’s garage and will in-
clude the Chris Anderson Band;  

So break out your checkbooks the 
deadline to register is November 22nd.  

CHOC toy pick up at the Fairmont 
schools on Friday, December 9th. Meet 
at Starbucks across from Watson’s 
Drug.; CHOC Toy Drive on Sunday, De-
cember 18th, please bring an un-
wrapped toy for children of all ages (no 
stuffed animals) if attending the ride 
register on-line. Ron has boxes and 
posters to assist with the toy drive. 

Dealer News – Steve Burke 

Steve reminded everyone about the 
special labor rate for being a HOG 
member at the dealer; if you buy din-
ner you get a card that you can re-
deem at the dealer for 100 reward 
points; Demo Days on November 19th 
& 20th.  Black sheep will be polishing 
shoes at Demo Days and proceeds will 
be donated to CHOC. 

Recognition for HOG Log Ride Article 

Contributors – Steve Burke 

Steve recognized the following individ-
uals for their articles in the November 
HOG Log: Chris Mosher/Joanne Keagy - 
Tombstone. Each member received 10 
raffle tickets for their HOG Log article 
contribution. 

Gold Rope Presentation — Roger Allen to 

Eric Monroe 

 

Activities Presentation — Rob Vandal  

Rob recapped November’s rides, which 
included Tombstone and IWAR. Re-
viewed the ride calendar and ride high-
lights for January and February 2017.  
Announcement of the 2017 Overnight 
trips.  GIANT gas station in Casa 
Grande overcharged Rick Jones $75 - 
CHECK YOUR BILLS! 

 

 

IWAR Presentation – Kim            

Kohlenberger 

IWAR  Recap - included a total of 655 

bikes and 900 people. Total funds were 

$82,009 (which included $26,619 of "in

-kind" donations), after deducting ex-

penses of $11,712 the bottom line net 

amount to WF/FS was $43,678. 

LOH Presentation – Denise Vandal 

Recap of the Painting Party at Pinot’s 
Pallet on November 5th at noon. We 
need Xmas trees for the holiday party.  
Drop off Friday evening at 6pm, pick up 
Sunday at 10am. We need gift wrap-
pers at the dealer on Saturday Dec 10th 
& 17th.  Four people per day, 2 shifts of 
2, 10am to 1pm and 1pm to 4pm. 

Member Of The Month Presentation – 

Rob & Denise 

MOM – Paul Shaffer who was the MOM 
winner from the August meeting volun-
teered to have Larry’s photograph ap-
pear on the HOG Log – Thank you Paul. 
Please continue to help with photo-
graphs for the chapter until we get the 
photographer position back on track. 

Closing Remarks – Steve Burke  

Steve announced that he was stepping 
down as Director at the end of the 
year. He also announced that the new 
Director is Craig Shelby, and the new 
Assistant Director is Mel Fonseca. 

Break  

Cake to celebrate the November  
birthdays. 

LOH RAFFLE – Denise Vandal 

Adjourn – Steve Burke 

Steve adjourned the meeting and 

thanked everyone for attending. 
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  WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 
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December Birthdays! 
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Luciano Paci 

Dean Raustadt 

Lonut Sburlea 

Pat Scheid 

 

Paul Spitsen 

Randy Tiffany 

Bill Thompson 

Ross Vick 

 
Eric Bakker 

Scott Bartlett  

Tom Clapper 

Diane Lindsey 

Ken Miltimore 

Louie Osborne 

Bill Brogan 

Steve Burke 

Ginger Clapper 

Jack Coy 

Patty Dreyer 

 

Richard Pierson 

David Smith 

John Strahl 

Kirsten Strahl 

Geraldine Torres 

Louis Luxenburg 

Lisa McNeil 

Sandi Marrero 

Lyle Michelson 

Greg Newland 

January Birthdays! 

Future Hog 
Member 

Future Hog 
Member 

Future Hog 
Member 
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Thank you Julie Tuttle, Paula Wheeler and   
Kristen Guzman 
for helping with 

the raffle sales! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Liz       

Wahlberg for your   

raffle donation of the 

Mini Light! 

If you have any items 

you would like to 

 donate to the Raffle, 

please contact Linda at: 

loh@ochog.org 

 

 

Thank 
you  

Roger Williams for 
the Tool Kit            donation for the 

raffle! 

 
Raffle Prizes: 

 
Raffle prizes cannot be ex-

changed at the dealer for cash or 

store credit. You may exchange 

shirts for the correct size if the 

dealer has your specific shirt size 

available. 

 

The LOH provided Gift Wrap assistance at OC Harley during the Holidays. Thanks to these volunteers: Espy Amaya,    
Cindy Fonseca, Carolynne Schley, Joanne Keagy, Susan Emery-Law, Theresa Reis and 

Denise Vandal 
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T-BAGS DRESSER ROLLER Tour-Pak BAG - $135 
Brand New is factory boxes. 
 

MSRP is $265.95 

Product Code: 105093 

Manufacture Number: TB1100DRB 

 

Pack More Stuff. 

Dresser Roller Bags offer double the cargo capacity of average motorcycle bags. Solid mounting, rain 

cover protection and organized pockets for motorcycle gear. 

 
FEATURES & BENEFITS 

 Glides smoothly on ball bearing wheels-- EZ to "roll" to your lodging  

 Doubles your tour pack cargo capacity  

 EZ lifting with a handle at each end  

 Designed for optimum fit on 20" wide H-D tubular Premium Tour Pak rack  

 Made of tough 1680d Ballistic Nylon  

 4 quick release security straps for rock solid mounting  

 3 roomy top zipper pockets for water bottles and other medium size items  

 External gusset pocket on passenger side of bag  

 8 mesh pockets--1 underside of all 4 lids and 4 in the main storage cavity.  

 Full organizer for tire gages, pens, keys, etc.  

 360 degree reflective scratch resistant hi visibility piping 

 Bungee bottom rain cover with hi visibility reflective for night and all weather riding safety 

 Dimensions: 26" W x 12" H x 12" D   

 

 

Please send items for sale you would like to have listed in the HOG LOG to:  

editor@ochog.org 

 
Contact John Strahl 949-233-4566 



                                                                                                                           10                                                                                           January 2017 

 

HOG LOGHOG LOGHOG LOG   
Orange Coast ChapterOrange Coast ChapterOrange Coast Chapter   

  

 

Member Services Ads 
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Chapter Officers 

Director   Craig Shelby                 Director@ochog.org 

Assistant Director  Mel Fonseca          asstdirector@ochog.org 

Secretary   June Russell               secretary@ochog.org 

Treasurer   Sam Proko               treasurer@ochog.org 

Activities Officer  Chris Mosher                     activities@ochog.org 

Editor    Bill Thompson                    editor@ochog.org 

Head Road Captain  Roger Allen             headroadcaptain@ochog.org 

Ladies of Harley  Linda Mosher                          loh@ochog.org 

Membership Officer  Mark Morales                     membership@ochog.org 

Photographer                       photos@ochog.org 

Safety Officer   Roger Allen                    safety@ochog.org 

Webmaster   Eric Bakker           webmaster@ochog.org 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Orange Coast Chapter #0322 
Orange County, California 

 

 

Upcoming Events at OCHD 

Every Saturday                         11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.                        FREE BBQ lunch for VIPs 

Orange County Harley-Davidson 

8677 Research Drive 

Irvine, California 92618 

Phone: 949.727.4HOG (4464) 
Fax: 949.655.0030 

Email: email@ocharleydavidson.com 

Web:  www.ocharleydavidson.com 

Dealership Hours  

Store: 

Monday   Closed 

Tuesday-Friday      10 a.m.. - 6 p.m. 

Saturday   9 a.m. -  6 p.m. 

Sunday   10 a.m. -  5 p.m. 

Service: 

Sunday & Monday Closed 

Tuesday—Saturday  8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

 

     Sponsoring Dealership 
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